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CHAPTER

These Sayings of Mine

(Authors dramatization)

Jesus sat back down on the rock where He had begun speaking that
mor ni ng and oreswhoever heard these sayfings of Mine, and does
t hem, I wi || l i ken him to a wise man wh
by His expression and the tone of His voice that this was one of those occasions

when Jesus was speaking something He egédloem to pay special attention to.

(Matt. 7:2429 NKJV) "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does
them, | will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: {25} "and the

rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blevbeaidon that house; and it

did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. {26} "But everyone who hears these
sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his
house on the sand: {27} "and the rain descended, the floods cath¢heamwinds

blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall." {28} And so it was,
when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His teaching,
{29} for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

For many years | preached this scripture from the viewpoint that Jesus was telling
us to build our lives on doing the entire Word of God. If | would build on the rock of the
Bible the storms of life could not overcome me. This is certainly true inipkendut it
is not what this particular section of the Bible is teaching. The first rule of Bible
interpretation is to always look at the verse in the context that it is presented. This
statement about building houses is not an isolated declaraticthégbnlusion to the
sermon Jesus was preaching. Only when we connect this statement to the rest of the

sermon will we fully understand what He was trying to express. Jesus said if we build on
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fthese sayinge f mi neo we wi | | b u anly sayingsbuttthk enesr o c k .
contained in His sermon. It is good to know that we should build our lives, businesses,
families or ministries on the Word of God, but the impact is even greater when we see
that there is something special abthése sayings particular. Matthew chaptersbis

a life changing message preached to us by Jesus Himself that will enable us to build
something that the storms of life can never overcome. The question is whether will we

take the time to understand them and apply tteour lives.

| want to say something here about the storms Jesus is referring to. Sometimes we
hear good messages on the power of faith
life, and we think that Christians should not be touched by the stibrabdlow upon
other people. This kind of thinking is damaging because it is unscriptural. Jesus put the
storm into both pictures. He didndét say t
from it. On the contrary the storm beat on his house jusaakas it beat on the foolish
mandéds house, only the wise mands stood. J
storms that life brings. When we think He will, we can get discouraged when the storms
come because we think there must be somethinggwvith our faith. The truth is faith
i's not to keep you in some wutopian exi sten
designed to give something that will enable you to be an overcomer in the midst of any
storm. Life will happen. The stormsliMtome as long as we are on this earth, but the
world is looking for a people who can live liie the stormsand make it out safely. They
are looking for a people who can grab hold of whatever life brings and make it work for
them instead of allowing tb destroy them. If we build our lives timese saying&e can

be that people and the world will run to us.



In the rest of this book we are going to examine the particular sayings in the Ser
mon on the Mount to discover what it is Jesus says to build.ugs we unlock the
truths in this message, we will discover how to make every area of our lives, from family
to business, work no matter what pressures may come. Past and present failures can be
swallowed up in the victory of a life lived these sayigs. Stress can become a thing of
the past as we rest in the knowledge that no storm can destroy our house. Our churches
can be revolutionized by an inflow of life from God and out to the world. This sounds a
little like one of those TV. infomercialsf@o mebodyds motivati onal
We are not talking here about the sayings
obtaininghisdr eams 1 s t o s ©dtaininggyounDrdaiss. t aAplels oofn thh
occur as we hear the words of Jeshe master teacher and diligently build our lives

a c c or dthesegsayingsf mined .



CHAPTER 2

The Secret of the Beatitudes

(_Au t ldramatzation)

Jesus looked around at the multitudes and then walked thoughtfully up the
hillside where he sat dowon a rock. His disciples followed Him and sat at His
feet. Jesus saw the need in the crowd of people who had followed Him to this
place. He turned to His disciples and out of His mouth came some of the most

beautiful words they had ever heard.

(Mat 5:310 NKJV) "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. {4} Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. {5} Blessed
are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth. {6} Blessed are those who hunger and
thirst for rightousness, For they shall be filled. {7} Blessed are the merciful, For
they shall obtain mercy. {8} Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.
{9} Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. {10} Blessed
are those who arpersecuted for righteousness' sake, For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.

Jesus is speaking to his disciples primarily. There was a multitude there to listen,
but it was to His disciplined followers that these words were directed. The purpose of
this mesage was to teach them how to be disciples so they might reach the multitudes
that had caught His attention. What idisciple? | define it this way: One who can walk
in the fullness of both Christian privilegad responsibility. These are the sayirigat
we are to build our I ife upon. Il f we do,

character and we will be able to touch the multitudes.



Often we view the beatitudes as poetic but miss their meaning for their beauty.
Jesus is not really imteling for these words to be entertaining but instead he has
summarized in eight statements the essence of discipleship. To build upon them we must
understand what they mean. Do we really
those who are in this coitihn should consider themselves blessed, or why they receive
the Kingdom of Heaven? It sounds good but how doliwe it? Looking at that

statement alone people have come up with all kinds of doctrines, most of which contain

the Al d6m j usutsodoa mecmtmlfidry, Jeog at | east var.i
Al f |l 6m supposed to be poor in spirit I
condition. o This kind of thinking produc:¢
abletogrow. TheBiblsays @l et the weak say | am strc
Apoor in spirito would seem to require tha

section of scripture is what led me to the conclusion that | needed more information to
understand tb beatitudes in a way that | could build upon them. It was as | prayed for

insight that | made an interesting discovery.

Letds | ook f or -a2ohiatthewnst at verses 11

(Mat 5:1212 NKJV) "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say
all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. {12} "Rejoice and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

|l noticed that the beatitudesheeyowaeed i n \

persecuted for ri ghteousness sakeo. Ver s



persecuted for righteousness sake. It was obvious that they were an expansion and an
explanation of what verse ten was saying. As | read verses 11 and 1@dcwitpl verse

10 it became clear to me just what He meant by being persecuted for righteousness sake
and why those persecuted are blessed and what it meant for theirs to be the kingdom of
heaven. We will explain all this in the next chapter, but the tfeatt verses 11 and 12

opened up the last beatitude struck me as possibly significant.

Could it be that the rest of the Sermon on the Mount was also be designed as an
explanation of the beatitudes? The more | read the more | was convinced this was so.
Jsus is a master teacher, and good teache
y ou, tel | you and then tell you what t hey
doing. The beatitudes were in a sense an outline of what the Sermon on themdsunt
teaching, and the Sermon on the mount was teaching in light of the beatitudes. Taken
together the fullness of their meaning precisely unfolds. The more | understood the
Sermon as avhole from the beatitudes to fAehe hou
understood how to build my life and church ugoh h e s e ofsnmang idlihegnsore we
build our personal lives on these saying the more unshakable they become. The more we
build our churches on these sayings the more they will be able to reach titadesl

that need Jesus.

Letds explore them together!



CHAPTER 3

Persecuted for Righteousness Sake

(Mat 5:10 NKJV) Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, For
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

(Authors dramatization)

There was a gray on His countenance as He looked into their eyasgry
to prepare them for the weight of what He was about to explain. It would not be
easy for them to accept the reality of certain persecution, but if they could un
derstand and cultivate the righttatide they could walk through anything the en
emy would bring against them. Indeed they would be taking steps to being the

kind of people the Father needed to fulfill His purpose in the earth.

(Mat 5:13:12 NKJV) "Blessed are you when they revile andspeute you, and say

all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. {12} "Rejoice and be exceedingly
glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

To modern ears it seems impossible that Jesus coeioh what He said here. |
believe that God desires to bless His <chi
heavenly places in Christ,o0o and yet here i
believe will be persecuted and when we are we shouidider ourselves blessed. How
is this persecution a blessing? We can come up with religious statements about
Asuffering for Jesuso, but | dondt believe

for arbitrary suffering, there must be more to it thiat.



First we need to know what kind of persecution Jesus is talking about. To some the
word persecutionc onj ures up i mages of being Aboil e
there are extreme persecutions that can come against believers. In s@mef paet
world peopleare dying because of their faith in Jesus. We have a couple in our church
who were ministers in Liberia, West Africa which is in the midst of a civil war. They
fled to America as refugees and have recently gotten word that a nelenMosbel
faction has taken control of their home region. This faction is burning any home where a

Bible is found and actually boiling Christian ministers to death.

Although it could be included, this is not the type of persecution the Lord is
emphasizingn this scripture. Verse 11 clearly shows us what He is primarily talking
a b o uBlessed are ye, when men shalile you, andpersecuteyou, and shalsayall
manner of evil a g a i n sThe truth is thdt eelativedy lfew suffer o r my
the kind of persecution my Liberian friends have, but all of us suffer the name calling and
ridicule that Jesus describes here. In my own experience | was saved at 14 and filled
with the Holy Spirit at 17. Before being filled with the Spirit | was ddlittke Peter
between Gethsemane and the resurrection. When people asked me about Jesus | tended

to say, A | donot know this man. o After b

Peter on the day of Pentecost, willing to declare my faith. Thet mgaalabout the same

as wel |, some got touched and some made f
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called me nApreachero and Aholy rollero.

experience this kind of persecution.

The thing we must recognize isW often fear of ridicule hinders our Christianity.
Fear of what people will say keeps us from witnessing. Fear of what people will say
keeps us from offering prayer when we hear ouwodkers or neighbors express a need.

Havendt you e voee toyoa aon the mine m soboolor in the store and

1]

say, |l hab a terrible head code! 0, and yo
quite get the words out? Sure you have, we all have. In the worst case, fear of what
people will say causess to compromise our holiness by going along with the crowd

when we know better. AfPeer pressureo i s n

it to a degree. What can we do about it?

Jesus says we are blessed when persecuted in this way beaausdtmiKingdom
of heaven. Verse 12 amplifies this 1idea.
your reward 1in heaven: for Sso persecuted
There is a truth here that will absolutely set us free from tleete of persecution and
the entanglements of the world if we grasp it. Paul understood it very well. In Romans
8:18 he decl ares, AFor | reckon that the s
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed us . 0 You see Paul

things that we must settle in our hearts, his citizenship and his future.
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When we cultivate an awareness that we are not citizens of this world, ours is the
Kingdomof heaven, what people say or do to us will notterat| have had the oppor
tunity to travel over the past few years and the value of citizenship has become very real
to me. There are countries in which Americans are not greatly appreciated. Jealousy and
propaganda as well as the behavior of some Atars have caused a resentment in
people. You may well be treated rudely by some, and royally by others, but either way as
long as you have that blue passport withited States of American it you command
respect. | know that no matter what they sagmior how bad the conditions may be, |
am a citizen of the richest and militarily most powerful nation on earth and | can go back
at any time | choose. All the time | am away, | am aware of my citizenship so what | may

be going through becomes more bedgdi®cause it is temporary.

Paul 6s experience in Phillipi i's -a natu
derstanding of the spiritual truth. In Acts chapter 16 Paul and Silas find themselves
whipped and thrown in the dungeon for setting a demorepsed girl free. As the story
goes, Paul and Silas praised God in the jail and the Lord caused an earthquake to free
them ultimately resulting in a whole fami/l
for our study comes next. It seems that algio&aul was a Jew and was traveling in
Greece, he helBRomancitizenship. It was illegal to whip and detailRamancitizen in
any of Romedbds provinces. You see rdar eece

power and the preeminent government. When twergnor of Phillipi realized what had

12



happened he i mmediately ordered Paul- and S

manded that the governor come personally and apologize before he would leave.

We live in a physical world and must obey the pbgsgovernments as long as we
can do so without transgressing the Word of God, but we are citizens of a higher govern
ment. Our true citizenship lies in heaven. The governments of this world may hot rec
ognize it but the Kingdom of Heaven remains the peaver and preeminent government
in the earth. l'tds not i mportant whether
come a day when all doubt will be removed, but it is importantythaknow it. What
people say about us does not matter when wivate an awareness of our heavenly
citizenship. |l t6s also a good idea for wus
of the darkness of this worl d, and spirit
really serve. ( EPpuhmade6the Plilljpian gdvaraot cdrae toahimyin

person.

Not only are we less moved by persecution when we are aware of our heavenly
citizenship, but we become less attached to our temporary home. Our normal stay in
l ndia i s three wgbsokhatyou unpdtlkaandssttlelindorsgme eagreeu
The rooms we occupy become Ahomeo for that
Mister Coffee set up to make it more comfortable, but it is not home. Most of our

possessions remain set up in ourlrbame. Our bank accounts have not been
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transferred. Our children are safe in America, and our suitcases remain at hand ready to

be packed again.

While we are in India we enjoy the people and mind the business that brings us
there but our roots, our@lies and our lives remain in America. | enter into life with
the Indian people and enjoy it, but | never become a citizen of the nation of India. |

always remain an American.

When a Christian is walking in an awareness of his heavenly citizenshipdtg
the world like we treat India. He loves the people, goes about the business for which God
has placed him here and even sets up a life and enjoys it, but he never becomes a citizen
of the world. This worlds possessions never become too dear becaksew we have
a different kind of possesion in our real home. Our ambitions are not centered here
because we want to make our true homeland and King proud. Our attention and labor are
here but we have set oaffectionson things above, not on things the earth. For we

are dead, and our lives are hidden with Christ in God. (Cof3)3:His is the Kingdom

of Heaven.

The second aspect of this is the realit
8:18, AFor I consi de rpresert dnme ate m& waosthy ftd er i n g s
compared with the glory which shall be rev
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I am not a Asweet by and byo preacher.
wants to do something about the Arotten h
focus that our ability to resist the persecutions and temptations of the present are tied to
our awar enes Rejacé, and heeexcéedingulade for greafiis your reward in
heaven: for so persecuted t heyttbReMoptr ophet
of us falter in our Christianity because we can not see beyond our present life. It seems
to us that this is all there is and if we
happiness means everything. Instant gratificatiorblkeasme a preoccupation, especially
in Ameri ca. We simply canodt see beyond t
circumstance is wunacceptable we <canot see

destroyed even to the point of wanting to end it all.

As a believer all thashouldchange. Our future on the earth is a mere fraction of

our real future. Heaven is real. I f you
presence. |l Corinthians 15:19 dagaeof Al f i
al | men the most pitiable. 0 The truth is

One day | was complaining to God about some of the pressures in the ministry and
how bad I had it. The Lord spokenthobear |l y
sand years of eternity off. o That may sou
sand years from now what kind of car you had, what kind of house you lived in or what

ever trial youdre going thromgh wonéibkeeakb
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heavenly minded wedbre no earthly goo-d. 0 I
fering we sometimes experience, but when you know that you have a future and you
know that it is sure and good, it makes the present easier ltoviflea Paul knew that

whatever was happening today could not compare with what was coming in the future,
therefore he could deal with today. We live in the present. Mivstrealistically deal

with the present, but we must do so in ligét of eternity

Our successes here are not the end all and be all. Our failures are not the end all
and be all. Our lives here are important but we have a greater life to come. If God never
blessed us with healing or prosperity or any other earthly thing, we casshesd that
we will never see a day in Hell. Ten thousand years from now that will be much more
i mportant than any thing we have, dondét ha
an attitude that makes it more important now, we will have a masiertime dealing
with the present and keeping all aspects of our earthly life in the proper perspective. We

need to begin to build on this rock of Jes

(Mat 5:1612 NKJV) Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake,
For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. {11} "Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. {12}
"Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the pphets who were before you.
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CHAPTER 4

Blessed are the Peacemakers

Matthew 5:9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

(Authors dramatization)

As Jesus considered his next statements he could not help thinking about
the conditim of the world the Father sent him to. He alone understood the love
nature of God. Most of the world knew nothing of God at all. Many served
| i feless idols formed by mends hands an
demanded human obedience withlditor no concern for human weleing.
Others worshipped even more grotesque images, physical representations of the
demonic rulers that infest the world and dominate human affairs (Eph. 6:12).
Since these beings are fueled by hate and fear they bdaamie of what they
represent to humanity, in some cases demanding the sacrifice of children to

satisfy their bloodlust.

Even among the Hebrews, Godbés chosen
the Pharisees, under st ood . dhey weretridgide | et t
and unforgiving, ready to punish any infraction with no hesitation even to the
extreme of enjoying stoning their fellow Hebrew to death. The God they
portrayed was one of vengeance and judgment only., The heavenly Father Jesus
knew wasmotivated, even in judgment, by his deep love for his creation, his
children. It was this God that Jesus would spend his public ministry introducing

to the world. It was this Loving Father that his death would reconcile the world
17



to. It was this peacbetween a God of Love and his creation that Jesus would

send his disciples to proclaim.

(Mat 5:1316 NKJV) "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and
trampled underfoot by men. {14} "You are the light of the world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hidden. {15} "Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but
on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. {16} "Let yoursiight
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

| can think of no greater identity than to be known as a son of God. It is the highest
recognition any Christian can aspire to. This being the case we must know mbans
to be a peacemaker. Most often we interpret this idea in the light of somehow making
peacebetweenmen. The same sentiment causes us to write songs from Luke 2:14
concerning the birth announcement made by the angelic choir to the shepherds in
Bet hl ehem. We sing of HApeace on eartho ar
promote peacamongmen. The truth, however, is that the angels did not proclaim peace
amongmen, they procl ai med tovamdsmeema.raa h Tpheea cNl,V (¢

says fon tenaernt ho np enahcoem hi s f avor rests. o

The blessing spoken of here does not come to those who break up fist fights in bars
and make the combatants shake hands and make up. It is not for the counselor who
brings peace between husband armi@ or parents and children. It is not even reserved
for the ambassador who ends a costly war through his negotiation. As noble and right as

it is to promote peace on earth among men, this promise has nothing at all to do with that
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kind of peace. Theruth is, the ministry of Jesus will often result in the opposite.
Matthew 10: 34 says ADo not think that I c a
bring peace but a sword. o. Jesus desires
those who wlk in darkness against those who walk in light. Who, than, is Jesus

speaking of as peacemakers? If not peace among men than what kind of peace?

Inverses 16 o f Matthew 5 Jesus speaks of m ¢
have been many good teachirigsm these verses, yet to be fully understood, one must
read them considering verse 9 and the peacemakers Jesus is speaking of. The key verse
is verse 16. ALet your | ight so shine bef
glorify your FatherinbBaven. o The reason for being sal
evils of society but that men will see our good deeds and praise the Father. Why would
they praise the father? They would praise him because salt and light had made peace not
amongmenbut betweernGod and man. Blessed are those who bring peace be@azEn
and Hiscreation They wil |l be called the sons of
business. God loved the world so much that to bring peace with it He sent Jesus to die on
the cross. He still loves the world so He senddo proclaim the peace available to

them. (Il Cor. 5:181)

Bringing peace between God and men must be the motivation upon which our
house, both personal and corporate, is built. If it is, we will findooon for ambition or

selfishness in what we do. We are simply agents to bring men and God together. Once
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we accomplish that, men will be focused on God and not on us. When we witness it will

not be to build our own Kkiaurgspirduagundandlee o a do
When we share with another believer who may be weaker than we are or who is going
through some trial, it will not be to inflate ourselves or, worse yet, to make them
dependent on us so that we can have a sense of control. Urebeshthat we build will

be vehicles to bring men to a place of peace with God.

First this peace will manifest in salvation and secondarily in true discipleship, as
they learn how to follow God and discover the areas of life that, even after salaaéon,
still at war with God. What a difference it would make in our actions and responses if
bringing peace between God and man was majored on in our decisions, in our living and

in our church building.

There are two ways that Jesus expects us to bringe degteveen God and man.

We are to be both salt and |ight to the wo

Salt has a two fold purpose where food is concerned. Particularly in Bible days,
salt was used as a preservative. Since there was no refrigeration otidystore meat
in salt to keep it from spoiling. Most teachings | have heard on being salt in the earth
focus on the need for the Christian to stand up for righteousness in a sinful world no
matter what the cost. Often we are exhorted to more polditédn with the reasoning
that 1 f we are not active politically we a

outspoken in our jobs and communities against sin even if it angers those we work and
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live with. All this is certainly true to a degre®@olitical action is important as long as we

keep it in proper perspective, motivated by the Holy Spirit and carried out in a Christ like
attitude. There is no doubt that Christians must stand for righteousness in the midst of a
Acrooked andapernonedr yePhgdne 2: 15) , but mindi
execute the how. Our purpose for being salt is to bring peace. We are not to stand for

ri ghteousness, be politically active or do
a better plae for us to live in. | have six children. | want them to have a world they can

live in as Christians, but self preservation can never be the motivation for Christian

action.

The proper motivation for our preservative function as salt is to hold tHd ad
society together long enough so that we may bring peace between God and man to as
many as possible. We must stand, we must preach, we must vote, we must run for
political office to maintain a society where we can continue to preach the gosped. If
fail to be salty we are worthless but if we are not salt for the right reasons we are just as

worthless when it comes to fulfilling Godbo

This brings me to the second purpose for salt in food, flavoring. My wife usually
gi ves met harre fiywhua doi ngo | ook when | pi ck
is worse than food without enough salt. Potatoes are tasteless mush without a little salt in
them. The funny thing is that if it is not added when they are cooked it seems to take

twice as much from the shaker to make them taste right. So it is with our Christianity.
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Our motivation should be Acookedo with the
It should be one of the ingredients that makes it to begin with. Although stie in
wounds of sin will provide healing through irritation, Christianity in society should also

provide a pleasing flavor that will draw men to Jesus.

Too much salt in food will make us turn up our nose at what is served. Just the
right amount makes evehings we might not like more bearable. We should season our
communities with love, joy and peace as well as righteousness and holiness. While we
may drive some away by the harsher aspect
drawn to thegoodflavor that we add to the community. A dynamic church in the city
should be know as a place that stands for biblical valodsa place where one can find a
people who know the secret of true joy in life and are able and willing to communicate it
to those whod n 6t . They should be uncomfortabl e
somehow drawn to our flavor. Our saltiness should make demons angry and men hungry.
Our saltiness should escalate the war against sin but should be an extended olive branch

of peacdrom God to the sinner.

Not only is the Christian, and the church, called to promote peace between God and
man by being salt, but Jesus also calls udigjint of the world. We are to be like a city
on a hill. Where I live the countryside is very hilbyt most of our cities are built in the
val |l eys. A city in a valley is hidden unt

area that you approach by driving around a sweeping curve as you are also descending a
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steep hill. The road curves to thedt and on the right side is one of the Finger Lakes
stretching north as far as you can see. At the bottom of the hill and next to the lake is the

city. It is truly a beautiful sight particularly at night when the lights of the city are
sparkling off he water, but before you start the curving descent there is no hint that there

is a city anywhere in the area. You see only farmland and open countryside. Too many
times that is what our Christian lives are like. Our city is hidden in a valley unabayw
traveler stumbles upon it and then wedre w

the picture Jesus painted.

I candét recall personally traveling to
lllinois. That part of the country is notedrfibs lack of any hills at all. The country side
is filled with corn fields as flat as a table as far as you can see. Driving down the
interstate any rise at all, a farmhouse or silo, stood out in stark contrast to the flatness of
the terrain. Acityrisng out of the corn can be seen f
before you get to it. One can imagine that any hill at all with any kind of city upon it
woul d become a beacon to draw men from eve
are to bdike a city set on a hill. Men should know who and where we are so that they

will know where to come when they have need.

Jesus gives us another illustration saying a lamp is not lit to be placed under a
basket but instead is put on a lamp stand to ¢fet to the house. God did not

il l uminate us with his word to hide wus fr
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gospel upon it. Donét expect to hide away
think that you can be a private Christianas not to offend or make waves. God expects
us to shine so the light of the Gospel within us can lead men to the peace that He is

offering them.

Letds | ook at how this aspect of our be
between God and man. In ligsians 5:8 Paul uses very similar language to describe the

Christian.

(Eph 5:8 NKJV) For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light

In verses 11 and 13 He tells us that our light vafproveor exposethe worls of
darkness. When we are operating as light in the world the very fact that we are shining
will cause the works of darkness to be exposed. When we shine as integrity we expose
its lack around us. When we shine the light of honesty, the dishonesamae seen by
all for what he is. Diligence exposes laziness, morality exposes loose living, and
Christian character exposes the weak fabric of modern society. There is no need to point
fingers or make accusations because the light itself brings abeutxibosure. We

simply have to shine.

There are two reactions we will meet with when we shine to expose the works of
darkness. Some will get angry and try to put out the light or run away from it. They want

to hold onto the darkness and light is an isiiba upon them. The light never projects
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condemnation. In John 3 Jesus made it clear that he was not sent as the light of the world
to bring condemnation but reconciliation or peace. The light simply exposes the truth but
some love the darkness rathbanm the light (John 3:19). The conviction that comes is

the result of this rejection of the light.

For others the light will expose their need leading them to deliverance and
freedom. As they submit to the light and receive the one who brings it tottieelight
becomes wisdom to lead them out of the condition they are in and into the truth of
salvation that they too may become children of light. In both cases the light simply

exposes, but the purpose is to bring peace between God and man.

If we wantto build on the rock we must never forget the purpose in our shining. In
ending this part of His sermon, Jesus states the purpose for the city on the hill and the
lamp to light the room, that all men will see our good works and praise the Father. As
theypraise him they will be drawn to him and when they are drawn into the presence of
his love they will receive the free gift of his peace. Let this peace between God and man

be at the heart of all our dealings with the world.

| would like to say one lastthn g about salt and | ight. I
for salt to be salt. There is no Bible school to teach us to be light. Jesus uses both of
these things to illustrate our responsibility in promoting peace between God and man
because they are wniath ey ar e naturall y. I believe tF

light to the world. We just need to be Christians before the world. | am all for organized
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witnessing and training to help us share the gospel, but first we must recognize that we

aresa | t and | ight just because webdbre Christi
that , it owi || be fal se. I dondt know abot
someone who is trying to | ove melookingfor i t i s

is reality and they will be drawn to the church if they find reality in it.

The most effective witness is a real Christian being salt and light naturally to the
real people with real needs around him. The problem occurs when we try to hide ou
light and refuse to let our saltiness touch the needs. Paul said | am not ashamed of the
Gospel. Someti mes we think this means we
spiritual | awso or some ot her woukdbeenhas i ng f
and what we are whether we are in church or at work. People should know that we are
salty long before we mention the name of Jesus. They should see our light before we
hand them a tract. If they see the qualities of Christ in our everydag they will be
much more likely to receive the words of our witness and accept the peace with God he

offers through us.

Let us add this block to the foundation we are building on. Blessed are the
peacemakers who, as salt and light to the world, breace between God and man.

They wil |l be know as the sons of God becau
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CHAPTER 5

Blessed Are the Pure in Heart

Matthew 5:8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall see God.

Jesus knew how this must sound tdrtkars. They were, after all, still
Jews and the Pharisees were the most religious of all the Jews. As far as his
disciples understood that also made them the most righteous people on earth.
They could not yet grasp how far from the truth this reallg.wSoon would come
the fulfillment of the great prophecy b
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: | will put My
law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and | will be th@éod, and they
shall be My people. o (Jeremiad 31: 33)
understand how the words he must speak to them could be possible. For now he

must just tell them.

(Mat 5:1720 NKJV) "Do not think that | came to destroy the Lavitee Prophets. |

did not come to destroy but to fulfill. {18} "For assuredly, | say to you, till heaven
and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled. {19} "Whoever therefore breaks one of the leastlidse commandments,

and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever
does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. {20} "For
| say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteooktiesscribes

and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.

The next saying we must build our 1|lives
we are to have a house that can stand through the storm it must be built on a pure heart.

Nothing less will do for the Christian. If a Christian does not have purity of heart there
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wi || be fAicracks in his foundationo througl

destroy his witness and weaken his house. What does it mean to be puré&in hear

Jesus begins his explanation by reminding his disciples of the importance of the

law. He did not come to do away with the written code of conduct set forth by Moses.

At one time or anot her I think al/l of us
heartso to pardon behavior which is wunacc
Jesus makes it very clear that this is not
doing away with the |l aw but ful fiinl lhienagr tiot si

the one who will even exceed the Pharisees in righteousness and right behavior.

Christian, it is very important in this age of uncertain morality that the church be a
shining example of the righteousness that the law is meant to depiat. alfe to build a
strong church it must be filled with right living, right speaking and uprightness in every
phase of life. We are not excused from the ten commandments, we are simply given an
el event h, At hou shalt | ovwaquiredtokeemteemaglhahdo r a's
do it perfectly. Matthew 5: 48 ATherefor

heaven is perfect. o

How are we to accomplish this perfection? Blessed are the puream. The
Pharisees represented the most religipuighteous people of their day. They kept the
law in minute detail but, as we pointed out in the last chapter, they were devoid of love or

mercy. They knew every fjot and tittle,o
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spirit of the law. Intheir heart they were often bitter and ruthless. They had a zeal to
keep the law, but no love for people that the law was meant to serve. Jesus says that we
must build on purity ofheart not purity of keeping the written commandments. His

meaning becoes clearer as we continue to read on in his sermon.

(Mat 5:2122 NKJV) "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not
murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.' {22} "But | say to
you that whoever is angry with hisdther without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, 'Raca!" shall be in danger of the council.
But whoever says, "You fool!" shall be in danger of hell fire.

I n these verses Jesus bghtgousness withothepuwityt r a st
of heart he is teaching. The law speaks of murder and gives a consequence. Jesus
applies the same consequence, judgment, to one who beemggswvithout a cause.

The law looks at the outward but Jesus is concerned witimtige.i If a Christian carries
hatred or Dbitterness in his heart towards
of murder. To speak a curse is worse and to call someone a fool puts you in danger of of
being sent to hell. We can hardly belieh& sus 6 wor ds. This canot

what Jesus said.

In the next 15 verses Jesus gives a number of other examples of contrasts between
the teachings of the day and His teaching to be pure in heart.. In approaching this part of
the sermon omhe mount we are going to look at each topic Jesus uses twice. First we

will see the contrast between the law as the Pharisees taught it and purity of heart.
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Second we will find several keys that Jesus reveals from within the examples that will

help enake us to walk in heart purity.

In following up His statements about murder, Jesus, in vers24,28als with the

issue of forgiveness.

(Mat 5:2324 NKJV) "Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there
remember that your brother has somaghagainst you, {24} "leave your gift there
before the altar, and go your way. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come
and offer your gift.

To the one concerned with outward righteousness the religious duties of bringing a
gift to the altar woud supersede settling a dispute with another person. Jesus says that
the gift should be left at the altar and the matter of reconciliation should be settled. This
would be | i ke someone in the pew standing
andsay n g, AHol d that thought. o , while he we
another member of the congregation. That would offend our religious sensibilities, but it

is in line with what Jesus said to do.

In verses 226 Jesus tells us to quickhgree with our adversary.

(Mat 5:2526 NKJV) "Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way
with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the
officer, and you be thrown into prison. {26} "Assuredlyayso you, you will by no
means get out of there till you have paid the last penny.

How does this relate to being pure in he

made in the context of the rest of this section of His sermon. It is better forstia@hto
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agree with someone with whom he has a dispute than to hold contention and strife in his
heart. A Christian can not win through strife. The end result will be as Jesus describes in
verse 26: AAssuredl vy, I s a yt oftthere(theodehtorsy o u  wi
prison the judge will throw you irt) i | | you have paid the | ast
right in your case, the longer you allow strife to continue and the deeper you let it go into

your heart the more a loser you will be. It iom@ important to maintain a pure heart

than to be right. This does not mean that
does mean that we must be careful to discern when a dispute, even with an unbeliever, is
becoming strife or bitterness ts The other man may be feeling strife, but wives

begin to sense that strife or bitterness e
God wi ||l al ways cause the pure hearted Chr

like it initially.

The rext example Jesus gives is the matter of adultery in versgg8.27

(Mat 5:2730 NKJV) "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not
commit adultery.' {28} "But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for
her has already camtted adultery with her in his heart. {29} "If your right eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you; for it is more profitable for you
that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast into hell. {30}
"And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from you; for it is
more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body
to be cast into hell.

The Pharisees said that one must commit adultery. The outward is what
mattered. For the most part we tend to judge in the same manner. Indeed others will

judge us by our outward deeds, but Jesus changes the rules entirely. He s&yskiaive
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a member of the opposite sex with lust in our heart, than we have already committed

adulery.

No other person can judge us for what we think. Jesus is pointing to how we
ourselvedeel about things inwardly, and about how God sees us as He is the one who
judges the Aintents of our hearts. gdo (Heb.
right but we musthink right anddesirer i ght as wel | . This thing

as we go along.

Jesusod0 next statements seem ridiculous |
if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. If your ég@&ds you to sin, pluck it out. Better
to live missing some body parts than to go to hell with everything in place. There are
those who take this scripture literally, but | doubt Jesus is endorsing self mutilation as a
method of winning the battle withrs If he was, our churches would have an interesting
looking memberships. In truth, neither the hand nor the egausingthe sin. The

offending member that must be plucked out isttiwaight.

Verses 3132 give us the example of divorce.

(Mat 5:31-32 NKJV) "Furthermore it has been said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let
him give her a certificate of divorce.' {32} "But | say to you that whoever divorces
his wife for any reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and
whoever maiies a woman who is divorced commits adultery.

To understand these verses a little background is necessary. You see divorce was a

maj or issue in JesusO day | ust as it I's n
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divorce laws were much more liberddan ours. In that day it was possible to divorce

your wife if she burned your toast! This practice arose from an interpretation of
Deuteronomy 24: 1: AWhen a man takes a wife
finds no favor in his eyes becausehss found some uncleanness in her, and he writes

her a certificate of divorce, puts it in |
interpreted this very loosely and others very strictly. To those whose interpretation was
loose, almost anything wagounds for divorce. To the strict interpreter only sexual

immorality was grounds for divorce. Jesus interpreted Deuteronomy 24:1 strictly.

Adultery strikes at theart of marriage. When two people marry, they enter into
covenant and a major part that covenant is their sexual relationship. Two people who
are joined sexually become one flesh. To commit adultery means the spouse has become
one flesh with another. This breaks the very heart of the marriage covenant and if it
continues and is nokpented of, it is grounds for divorce. Again we see the difference
between the outward emphasis of the Pharisees and the punigaibeing taught by

Jesus.

His final statements concerning this area are found in vers&3 3®d involve

oaths.

(Mat 5:33-37 NKJV) "Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, "You
shall not swear falsely, but shall perform your oaths to the Lord.' {34} "But | say to
you, do not swear at all: neither by heaven, for it is God's throne; {35} "nor by the
earth,for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King.
{36} "Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or
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black. {37} "But let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No," ‘No." For whatever is more than
thes is from the evil one.

The Pharisees taught that one should not swear falsely, but should do what he
swore to do. Jesus says it is wrong to swear at all. We are not to swear by spiritual

things nor physical things since we have no real control ovehiagyt Instead he says,

ABut | et your &éYesO6 be O6Yes, & and your O Nc
from the evil one. 0 The truth is i f we a
oath to be believed. i ‘¥teas ndirfigraoamy oath f@mr i st i
someone el se. We should say what we mean

words should be a simple reflection of what is in his or her heart. Nothing else should be

projected or needed.

Being pure in heart does not maaat we eliminate the written law in the Bible. It
does mean that we must apply the law to our thoughts and desires instead of just our
actions. Il tds not enough for the Christi a
the desireto sin. They musdeal with how they think about things and let their right
actions flow from this basis. I f we are
words because we have all failed at times to be pure in heart. Jesus never teaches
anything to condemn. Gokinows we are HAbut dust o and Kkt
flesh. The point is that this is what we are to develop. Jesus has given us the picture now

we must allow Him and His word to make us like it. How can we do that?
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First we must remember that Jessisaally speaking to the born again believer. |
realize that the people He was physically addressing were not born again, but Jesus is not
just speaking to them. His words were intended much more for us who could understand
them by the Spirit. You wiltemember that we cited the prophecy from Jeremiah 31:33:
ABut this is the covenant that | wil/ ma Kk €
the LORD: | will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and | will be
their God, and theg h a | | be My people. o When you wer
your life. The law of God is already in your heart. It is only your soul and body that
resi st It Christian, do not buy into the

you can overcome the flesh because the laws of God have been written epiyour

The first step to walking with a pure heart is to believe that you really are born
again. Il Corinthians 5:17 is true. You really are a new creature, old things really did
pass away and all things really are of God. All of this occurred inwardly at salvation.
Romans 122 tel |l s us how to make it an outwar
brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living saditilge
acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that

good and acceptable and perfect will of Go

To walk with a pure heawre must daily remember that our bodies are bought with

the price of the blood of Jesus. This is a decision we must make each time we are
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confronted with the temptation to be less than pure either in heart or in deed. Second we
must renew our minds throng t he study and meditation of
permit us to elaborate fully on these two verses, but Jesus places some practical keys in

the sermon we are studying that can help.

Each area that Jesus uses to illustrate purity of heart contairsctical key to
cultivating that purity in our lives. First of all he says that if we are angry without cause
it i's | i ke murder for anyone el se. Jame s
produce the righteousnes saporé hedbtovd must neverf we
give in to wrath. Everyone gets angry, but Jesus is talking about the anger that comes
without any reason and lacks control. This kind of anger simply will not mix with the
righteousness of God. When it rises within us thaoeikl be an immediate red flag that
says, Asl ow down and prayo because at that

Key number one is not to give way to unjustified or uncontrolled anger.

Next Jesus deals with forgiveness. Unforgiveness is orleeomost devastating
problems Christians face. Unforgiveness is like a cancer that eats away at spirituality in
every form including the purity of our heart. As long as your heart is dwelling upon the
bad things that someone has done to you it can rvgure. You will find yourself
thinking thoughts of revenge or anger instead of love and peace. Jesus has no part in
either of these, and purity can not be in a heart where they exist. No matter what the hurt

or wrong is that is suffered the Christiho is pure in heart must forgive.
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What does it mean to forgive? | believe the crux of the matter is to let go of your
right to retribution. There are times when trust can not be immediately given back to one

who has wronged us, but we mustletgowfro need to fAget back at

get theirs. o The truth is that the persol
your feelings. It doesnodt hurt them at al
of heart. M Aand kvhedeter yob stasdapraying, iffiyou have anything

against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your
trespasses. 0 I f God candét forgive you you

heart. Walking in continudbrgiveness is the second key.

Key number three iIs to avoid striving.
seeking exist, confusion and every evil th
in our lives we are opening the door to all manmdr | mpur i ty. Romans
possi bl e, as much as depends on you, Il i ve

others but we must control ourselves. We do not have to hold strife in our heart. Let it

go. Rej ect it ,consequencasmpurity.sndt worth the

Key number four is mentioned in Jesus thoughts on adultery. If a hand or eye
causes us to sin we are toldaduat it off or pluck it out. However it was neither eye nor
hand that caused the sin but theughtof adultery in the kart. The conclusion is that
we mustpluck outor cut offthe thoughts that enter our minds that would compromise

our purity. James 1:145 tells us how temptation actually works.
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(James 1:145 NKJV) But each one is tempted when he is drawn away owhis
desires and enticed. {15} Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and
sin, when it is fullgrown, brings forth death.

Everyone has thoughts that enter their mind that are not pure. In our society we are
bombarded with sexual imagesdasuggestions. Anyone who says they never have an
i mpure thought cross their mind iIs either
random thoughts that come to us but we can determine what happens next. The enemy
picks an area that tickles sorfleshly desire and plants a thought in our mind. That
thoughtenticesus or draws us towards itself. If we allow the thought to stay we will be
drawn into sin either in deed or heart. According to Jesus they are one and the same.
The solution is reallyuite easy. Pluck outor cut offthe thought. The key is to do it
immediately. What you do with the veliyst thought is what will determine whether you
will be at the altar repenting later. The longer you allow the thought to remain the harder

it is to cut it off.

How, than, do we get rid of these unwanted thoughts? First of all | believe our
words can be a useful tool. James chapter 3 tells us that the tongue is like a bit in a
horsebs mouth or a rudder on aoywirimmnd, Wh e
take hold of the rudder and turn the ship.
declareiti nst ead of the thought. A | decl are t|

down that thought ofyou fill in the blank)i n J e s u ¥ Con #0rh)e Staer ygurself

away from the i mpure thought by decl aring
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Once the thought has been cast down by our words we must fill our minds with
something else. Your mind will never remain idle. It will think on something. If we
wouldbe pure i n heart we must choose what we
your mind on things ab oYoamusteebyourmind. Noohengs o
el se can do it for you. Phil i ppiratuse, 4: 8 s
whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever thingsirarevhatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is
anything praiseworthy; med hingadesribethe Wotde se t
of God. If purity in thought is a problem to you, begin to fill your mind with the Word.

Turn to the Bible when the unwanted thoughts come and replace them on purpose with

an appropriate verse. It will work for you.

Key numberf ve in Jesus6 example of divorce i
we are to be pure in heart we must cultivate the proper respect for the sanctity of
marriage. Marriage was instituted by God (Genesis 2:24) and is the chosen way for
people to live tgether. Not only does marriage bring sexuality into balance, lessening
the temptation to fornication, but it affects other areas of life as well. A Godly marriage
and home provide an atmosphere of nurture and expectancy where people can grow
through thei weaknesses together. The pressures of marriage cultivate commitment and
diligence that are needed in our relationship with Jesus. A church with truly unified

homes will see greater unity throughout, even among those that are single. In the world
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todaySatan has mounted an all out attack on marriage and the family because when they
are weak it provides an atmosphere where sin can flourish. Honor and respect for

marriage helps cultivate purity of heart.

Finally we come to key number 6 which involves trensparency of our words.
We must cultivate honesty in what we say if we are to be pure in heart. Itis a sad thing
to me that neither the world nor the church can accept someone at their word. As a
pastor | am constantly being misjudged because soreeo hear d what I sai
what Ireallyme ant . 0O I't just seems i mpossible for
just what they say. 1 find this tragic in the church. We must cultivate the ability to
simply say what we melaat we eWe tshheo ullidmedbst. 0f s
problem with one another we should communicate it directly with kindness. If we care
for one another we should be able to say so without cloaking it in mystery. Clear and
transparent communication is important in ortteavoid suspicions and cultivate purity

in the church and her members.

How would your life and the life of your local church change if you were truly pure
in heart? The Bible says you would see God. Wow! Does this mean you would have a
physical visitaion from Jesus? No. Does it mean you will be caught up into the third
heavens for an audience with the Father? No. It does mean the pure in heart will see
God at work in every area of their lives. Even what Satan would mean for evil will be

tumedtogood for the pure in heart. Romans 8
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together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His
purpose. 0 I want to see God at work i n

personal lie. | want to be pure in heart.
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CHAPTER 6

Blessed are the Merciful

(Matt. 5:7) Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.

(Aut h ®raaszation)

Jesus knew how these Hebrew people understood the law. The Law of
Moses had become the bas@ their entire civilization. The Pharisees in
particular had discussed it and analyzed it until its cold rigidity hung over every
aspect of their lives like a schoolmaster. They knew exactly what was expected of
them and exactly what to do when they $bbrt of that expectation. Each sin
carried a sacrifice and failure to offer up the proper sacrifice meant separation
from the nation and covenant of Israel. For some offenses the sacrifice was

death. No appeal, no pardon. With all their analysis andless commentary

they were incapable of wunderstanding th
l aw in the first place. 't wasndét judg
mercy

(Matt. 5:384 8 NKJ V) AYou have hedoraheyelaradta it w
tooth for a tooth.o6 {39} ABut | tell you

you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

Havenot w e al | hear d Jesusbd statement
reinforce the notin t hat Christians ar e we ak door
themsel ves? Arenodot We portrayed as hol din

which, although admirable, is somewhat silly? | can imagine how it might have sounded
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to the ears of the diguies. Remember, these were rough fisherman, formerly dishonest

tax collectors, and political revolutionaries, men of action quite willing to be the face
slapperi f the <circumstances seemed to warrant
ot her ¢the&kbdbPsemeny he cut off an ear with
this idea sounded as foolish to them as it does to most of us considering some of the real

|l ife situations that <can ari se. Are we 1 ¢
aroundod and just take it? Il s Jesus teach
back? Although I certainly believe that Jesus would not advocate violence to solve our
problems, this is not the basic truth he is sharing in this context ofwsexiptVhat he

says in verse 38, coupled with verse 7, gives the key to the true meaning of verse 39 and

the rest of this section.

Jesus is elevating mercy over justice w
Justice is perfectly stated in verse 38 bt he phrase fian eye for a
toot ho. There is no clutter or interpreta
is justice in the absolute sense as seen and stated by God. The law contained such justice
and thatiswhathabecome t he foundation of the Phar.i
was caught in adultery she was stoned. There was no appeal or discussion nor should
there be. That was the letter of the law. It was understood by all and the consequences
must be carad out so that all would be inspired to obey. Jesus, however, understood the

real motivation and meanirigehindthe law.
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When Jesus says not to resist an evil person this goes against perfect justice. Evil
deserves resisting! Repayment must be madi&erkind! Why would you offer an evil
person a second cheek to slap? Justice demands that his be slapped in return. An eye
must be repaid with an eye. The reason to offer the other cheekdy. The law was

never meant to portray justice alone, imats instituted because of mercy.

You see, God had established a blood covenant with Abraham and to break a blood
covenant always means death. Every act of sin by a Hebrew effectively broke that
covenant for him individually. God gave alternatives t® death in the form of animal
sacrifices to delay justice unti/l t he ul't

fulfill justice for all men.

Not only did the sacrifices instituted
Christ, but the rules anegulations within it defined what it took to keep the law. God
set down his requirements and the sacrifices necessary should they not be kept. This was
an act of Godds mercy not an attempt to |
heart of Gl 6s deal ing with |[|Israel, mercy must a

men. How does mercy relate to turning the other cheek?

Vineds Expository Dict i defineassmercyoat i mplyjngqv T e s t

one who has a need coming to one with thiétato meet that need. In Hebrews 4:16
we are exhorted to fAicome bol dly meroygand he t hi

find grace to help in time of need. O We h
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need. Therefore we obtamercy. Vineb s def i ni t i owillingnessamthe mp |l i e

part of the one to whom we come to meet this need. The key here is the need.

| like to think of mercy as the ability to look past an action and see the need. Why
turn the ot her c¢ h espoikd?o the Bap b thesneed bebdinddhe slapt r e
| think Jesus chose His words carefully here. A slap in the face implies much more than
physical pain. Most of the time an open hand slap does not cause extreme damage. The
thing about being slapped in tfece is that it is both intimidating and humiliating. It is
usually meant as an insult. In the past when a man slapped another in the face it was a
challenge to a duel. Everyone understood the implications. There is just something

about a slap in thiace that strikes our emotions and will almost surely spark a response.

IMost adults dondét experience many | iter
ones. We can often feel t hat peopl es act
major prollem in the church. People feel slighted by the pastor or a brother and they
begin to think about it unt il they are so
Many a church split has started this way. In the world our witness is ruined because
someone nsl aps us in the faceo and our r
possibility of sharing the Gospel. Children live in bondage because both literal and
emoti onal Asl aps in the faceo by mother or

others and particularly to God. There is really something about this Slapping and turning

10f course a noted exception is in tlese of spousal abuse.
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the other cheek. If we could get by the slaps we would be doing something significant

when it came to walking in mercy.

What is the significance of turning the etitheek? It is not an admonition to take
abuse because Jesus is not really talking about a physical beating. He is talking about the
humiliation. He teaches us that instead of the normal reaction we should be willing to
subject ourselves to more of tteame. Why? Because we are to look past our
humiliation and the personds words or actd.i
churches and personal lives change if we could do this? Would people in the work place
be more likely to see God in uflswe could do this? We are not saying to excuse bad
behavior. Indeed you may well need to confront the behavior buéacito it. There is

a tremendous difference between the two.

We tend to react to things like slaps. Jesus says we shouldh&aime to try and
find out the cause. You may get slapped again, but in the end you will be more likely to
understand the cause of the behavior. Insteadaafing to the behavior you will act so
as to deal with the cause. This applies to ministetingeople in need and to our
relationships in the church, at work, and at home. How might things change if we were

to adopt this lifestyle?

When our ceworker releases a tirade of curses within earshot we would not
become offended because we were subgetdénis foul language. (Most of you had just

as bad a mouth before you were saved. It
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before.) Instead we would be moved by the need behind the anger and pray or share as
the Spirit leads. When a spouse stigswrong thing we would stop and see their point

of view instead of reacting to the sting. When a brother or sister does or says something
offensive we would be more likely to make allowances and understand instead of
becoming alienated from them untilety have the decency to apologize. When a sinner
comes to our church and dares to actually act unsaved, we would be inclined to reach out

to the need and not respond to the behavior. All of this is mercy in action.

Jesus continues to expand this idethanext two verses.

(Matt. 5464 1{ 40}) nAlf anyone wants to sue you
have your <c¢cloak also. {41} AAnd whoever
t wo. {42} AGive to him who asks nyyw, and

do not turn away.

Why give someone who sues you for your shirt your coat as well? Because you see
past the act to the need. If somearmnpelsyou to go one mile why go another
voluntarily? Because you see past the attitude to the need behiBd/&.to him who
would ask and dondét withhold from him who
inconvenience and recognize the need. It is easy to see why Jesus calls this one of the
Asayingso we should buil d oucallylchange amoatnd c¢ h

all of our responses to people.

| would like to inject a personal illustration. There was a certain person in our

church that was particularly difficult to deal with. My wife and | gave her a great deal of
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our time.. When we woulthlk to her she would usually do better, but it seemed that she
would come to the same again and again. She began to get distant from us and
uninvolved in the life of the church. I heard that, due to her state of mind, she had begun
to be critical both othe church and of us. | will admit that it was very frustrating to me.
Sometimes we wanted to tell her to shape up or ship out. There were times when we did
give her hard choices and say difficult words, but through it all God gave us the grace to
seepast the frustrations and wrong actions to the needs that were causing them. We

di dn 0t undelstaraitiiesneed but we tried to be sensitive to it and work with it

anyway.

We might have been justified in giving up or forcing the issue and causirtg her
leave. There is a definite time and place for such extreme measures, but | do not believe
they should be applied impulsively. In this case mercy dictated that we work with her
through the need. Praise God that we did for today she is a growingflle2lutistian

woman and a blessing to the church.

Let us consider Jesusd conclusion of t hi

(Matt.) 54348 { 43} #AYou have heard that it was

and hate your enemy. 0 {44} esfibesstthosewheay t o

curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you

and persecute you, { 45} At hat you may
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain ort tedjos the

unj ust . {46} AnFor i f you | ove those wh
even the tax collectors do the same? {4

do you do more than others? Do note even
you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect.
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